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Abstract

This study examines “patterns of power exercise” from an institutional and
administrative perspective. It analyzes the foundations upon which power was
based and the mechanisms of its organization within the city. The study seeks to
clarify how power was exercised through governing institutions and to identify the
role of institutional structure and legal and administrative foundations in organizing
state affairs and managing its resources. The study employs a historical-analytical
approach, relying on cuneiform texts and relevant modern studies. The cities of
Mari, Ebla, and Ugarit serve as case studies due to their wealth of administrative and
legal archives, which are considered essential primary sources for understanding
the nature of power in ancient Syrian cities.

The research is structured around three main axes. The first axis addresses
the concept of power within the context of historical studies and the ancient Near
East. The second axis focuses on the institutional structure of power, examining
the royal palace, temples, and administrative apparatus. The third axis analyzes
the legal and administrative foundations upon which the exercise of power was
based, addressing administrative organization, legal documents, and mechanisms
for managing state affairs.

The research concluded that the exercise of power in the ancient Syrian cities
was not based on personal authority alone, but rather on an integrated institutional
and administrative system that played a role in organizing the relationship between
governing institutions and promoting political and administrative stability, indicating
an advanced level of institutional organization in those cities.

Keywords: Ancient Syria, power, exercise of power, institutional structure
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