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Abstract

The British authorities in Iraq paid great attention to the developments of the
situation in Sulaymaniyah and dealt with the situation with great caution. It did not stop
at that¢ but worked to determine the dimensions of these developments with the aim of
preserving its interests in the region.

In the same regard« Miss Bellc the Eastern Secretary to the British High Commissioner in Iraq¢
Percy Cox« explained in her book “Chapters from the Recent History of Irag<” and in light of her reading
of the Iraqi political scene and the change taking place in the policy of Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafid« that
what prompted the latter to do so and his hostility to the British was his falling under the influence of
some The Kurdish leaders saw that the best solution to address the tense situation in northern Iraq
was to stop his activity and detain him again¢< while the British Royal Civil Governor in Baghdad« Arnold
Wilson« saw in his books “The Iragi Revolution” and “Mesopotamia” that Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafid
represented a problem. Really« he faced the plans of the British authorities in the northern region and
demanded a new policy that would limit his influence and be compatible with their policy in all regions
of Irag. He also found that the motive that pushed Sheikh Mahmoud Al-Hafid to a large extent to be
drawn into that approach was the lack of a British military garrison in the region.

With all this¢ the influence and position of Sheikh Mahmoud began to increase in importance
since the formation of his first government in 1918. Therefore« the occupiers« whether the Ottomans
or the Britishe tried to get closer to him and benefit from his political and social position in the
northern region. This did not come as a result of the political developments of this stage« but rather
was a result of his family’s position. Al-Barzanjiyya and its role in Iraqgi Kurdish society« which is due
to its religious status and the favor of its men among both Kurdish and Arab leaders.

Most of the foreign or other sources that dealt with the political activity of Sheikh
Mahmoud the grandson« and this was later proven by events< unanimously agreed on the
extent of the impact that the grandson left on the souls of most of the Kurds since his
confrontation with the British< and this is not counted solely on his person« as his activity
represented a broad launch of the Kurdish and Iragi national struggle« and despite Despite
all the challenges and difficulties that faced his political activityc he continued to remain
steadfast in his loyalty to his cause« especially after he realized the reality of the British and
their intentions aimed at achieving their interests in the region.

Keywords (government <cMahmud al-Hafid <Sulaymaniyah,Kurds)
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