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Abstract

Consumption is considered one of the ancient human phenomena closely associated
with human existence and the continuous need to satisfy life’s requirements. However, modern
economic and social developments have expanded the scope of consumption to include luxury
and extravagance, giving rise to practices of exploitation and greed by certain traders and
suppliers, which have caused serious harm to consumers. In light of this, criminal and legal
protection of consumers has become an urgent necessity to ensure balance between the
parties to the consumption process and to preserve economic and social security. This research
adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodology through the analysis of legal
texts in a number of legislations, including the French Consumer Code of 1993, the Lebanese
Consumer Protection Law No. 659 of 2005, the Iragi Consumer Protection Law No. (1) of 2010,
and the Egyptian Consumer Protection Law No. 67 of 2008, in addition to some other European
and Arab laws. The study addresses, in its main sections, the general and special foundations of
criminalization for consumer protection, as well as the material and mental elements of crimes
affecting consumer safety. It also examines the various forms of positive and negative offenses,
along with the rules governing attempt and criminal participation in such crimes. Furthermore,
the research highlights differences among comparative legislations regarding the application
of the principle of retroactivity of the more lenient law to the accused, as well as the scope of
applicability of these laws in terms of time and place.

The research concludes that Arab legislations still suffer from shortcomingsin the field
of criminal protection of consumers, as most of them are limited to civil and administrative
protection without establishing a deterrent penal system. Moreover, modern economic and
technological developments necessitate a reconsideration of these laws in a manner that
ensures effective consumer protection, enhances confidence in markets, and maintains the
stability of the national economy.

Keywords: Consumer Protection — Criminal Rules — Commercial Fraud — Economic

Criminalization — Comparative Legislation — Criminal Liability — Intent and Negligence
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