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Abstract

William Wallace is regarded as one of the most prominent national figures
in late thirteenth-century Scotland. His name is closely associated with resistance
against English domination during the reign of King Edward | (1239-1307). He was
born during a period marked by intense political instability following England’s
intervention in the Scottish succession.

Wallace emerged as a military leader during the First War of Scottish
Independence (1296-1298), leading popular uprisings against English rule. He
achieved his most significant victory at the Battle of Sterling Bridge in 1297, which
marked a turning point in the conflict and demonstrated the Scots’ ability to resist
English military power. Following this victory, Wallace was appointed Guardian
of Scotland, acting as a representative of national authority in opposition to the
occupation.

However, this triumph was short-lived, as the English defeated him at the Battle
of Falkirk in 1298. Despite this setback, Wallace remained a symbol of resistance,
both through his continued military efforts and his role in fostering Scottish national
unity. He was captured in 1305 and executed in London on charges of treason.
Nevertheless, his execution contributed to immortalizing him as a national hero and
a fighter for Scottish independence. His role extended beyond the military sphere,
becoming a historical and cultural icon who inspired later generations and helped
entrench the concept of political independence in Scottish national consciousness.
He also came to symbolize resistance for those struggling on behalf of their people.
After his death, a new phase in Scottish history began, led by Robert the Bruce, who
ultimately secured Scotland’s independence in 1328.

Keywords: Scotland, England, William Wallace, Edward |, First
War of Scottish Independence, European Middle Ages
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