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Abstract

The present study aims to examine knowledge hiding behaviors within the
academic environment by analyzing the levels and patterns of such behaviors among
faculty members at the College of Media, Al-lIragia University. The study addressed three
main patterns of knowledge hiding: rationalized hiding, evasive hiding, and playing dumb,
while also testing gender differences in the adoption of these behaviors. The research
employed a descriptive-analytical approach using a questionnaire consisting of 12 items,
with four items allocated to each pattern. The sample size reached 144 participants,
covering faculty members across different academic ranks and administrative positions.
Data were analyzed using the SPSS V.26 software to extract means, standard deviations,
and to test gender differences in each of the knowledge hiding patterns.

The findings revealed that knowledge hiding behaviors exist at a moderate-
to-high level, with the overall mean score of knowledge hiding reaching (3.65).
Among the patterns, playing dumb recorded the highest mean (3.71), followed by
evasive hiding and then rationalized hiding. Moreover, significant gender differences
were found across all patterns, indicating that female faculty members were more
inclined to adopt knowledge hiding strategies compared to males. This reflects the
impact of psychological and organizational factors in shaping these behaviors.

The study concluded that the phenomenon does not merely represent an
individual behavior, but rather reflects an organizational culture and academic policies
related to trust, psychological safety, and the protection of intellectual capital. The
research recommended enhancing a culture of voluntary knowledge sharing, developing
policies to protect intellectual property rights, and fostering an academic environment
built on trust and openness to reduce the motives for knowledge hiding while promoting
innovation and improving the quality of the educational process.

Keywords: Knowledge Hiding, Rationalized Hiding, Evasive Hiding, Playing Dumb
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