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Abstract

The British—Russian rivalry over Afghanistan was one of the most important
causes that led to the outbreak of the Second Afghan War, particularly after the
Russian expansion into Central Islamic Asia and its occupation of several regions
in the second half of the nineteenth century. This posed a threat to Afghanistan,
which Britain sought to counter by making it a buffer zone in order to safeguard its
interests in India. Moreover, Emir Sher Ali Khan of Afghanistan grew increasingly
concerned and requested assistance from the British. However, they imposed
conditions in exchange for supplying him with weapons and protecting his territory
from Russian expansion. These conditions included his approval of appointing a
British representative in Kabul to monitor Russian movements and to take control
of Afghanistan’s foreign relations. He rejected this out of fear that Russia would
make the same demands, in addition to the Afghan people’s rejection of any foreign
presence on their soil. This exacerbated the situation and ultimately led to the war
in 1878. Nevertheless, the British failed to achieve their objectives, as members of
the British mission were killed following the outbreak of uprisings against them.
Despite their resources, British forces were unable to impose their control and were
compelled to withdraw in 1881 after suffering human and material losses. Their only
achievement was the control of Afghanistan’s foreign relations after Emir Abdur
Rahman Khan pledged to this arrangement, but he soon reneged on his promise
and established contacts with Russia.

Keywords: Britain, Afghanistan, Russia, Second Anglo-Afghan War, rivalry

in Central Asia
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