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Abstract

National unity in Iraq is both a complex challenge and a unique opportunity,
given the great diversity of its social, ethnic, and religious components. After
2003, and with the successive political and security changes, Iraq faced significant
challenges that impacted the concept of this unity and the means of achieving it.
The Iraqi constitution plays a crucial role in protecting the country's national unity.
It serves as the supreme legal framework that defines the nature of the state,
regulates relations between its various components, and seeks to achieve a balance
between the rights of individuals and groups while preserving Iraq's sovereignty
and territorial integrity. Therefore, this research aims to identify the role of the
constitution in protecting national unity in Iraq, using a descriptive and analytical
approach. The research concludes that while the constitution consolidates a
unifying national identity, internal conflicts and the preference for sub-loyalties
(sectarian and ethnic) at the expense of national identity weaken the constitution's
ability to build a shared sense of belonging. The research also recommends that, to
ensure the fair and effective implementation of the constitution, it is essential to
strengthen the independence of the judiciary and activate its role as a protector of
the constitution and citizens' rights.

Keywords: Constitution, Protection, National unity, Iraq
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